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2018-2019 Year Plan 

Hello MacSci! 

Our names are Hannah Page and Anna Katyukhina and we are proud to be your first year 

representatives for 2018-2019. We are excited to act as the voice of the science class of 2022. 

We hope to represent you loud and proud and are excited to meet all of you over the course of 

the year! 

The previous first year representatives, Nicole Wong and Simi Jayeoba, did an amazing 

job of guiding the first year population through the year, and we only hope to build off of that. 

This will include continuing the very successful “What to do in Level II” event. We also hope to 

start new initiatives, such as events …….. As well, we hope to focus on improving the 

communication between the first year students and the MSS by advertising the amazing events 

and services available to them. After learning so much about the MSS, it is clear to see that there 

are many services available to students that they are not aware about. We will also focus on 

efficiently conducting the Science Class of 2022 facebook page to ensure we maximize the 

participation! 

If you ever have questions, concerns, or ideas, please feel free to contact us at our emails 

below. We also host office hours Fridays, 4:30pm-5:30pm so don’t hesitate to drop by! We are 

excited for the incoming year and hope to help you in any way we can!  

Hannah Page and Anna Katyukhina 

First Year Representatives 

firstyear1@mcmastersciencesociety.com 

firstyear2@mcmastersciencesociety.com 

 

OBJECTIVES:  

 

Effective Communication Between the Faculty Of Science and First Year Students 

Current State Even though the MSS provides amazing opportunities for all its students, such 

as: tutoring, mentorship, along with numerous others. However, most first 

years simply are not made aware of these services and therefore do not utilize 

them. 

     -First year students are not aware of the MSS website and how to  

      have access the services. 

     -Students would benefit from utilizing such services and having easy  

      access to them. 

Goal To guide first years and inform them about the services the MSS has to offer 

and how to use them. 

- Emailing students about essential services and providing them 
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directions on how to utilize them. 

- Finding different avenues of social media to communicate with students 

(instagram, Snapchat, Twitter) 

- Work with communications in order to make more advertisements in 

order to showcase these services. 

Challenges First year students are still adjusting to university and may not be as enticed to 

participate in services like tutoring. 

- Getting the information out to students when they don’t actively seek it 

out. 

Long Term 

Implications 

Spreading more information will bring more students to the MSS and the help 

expand the services. 

- It will allow the MSS to receive more feedback and help improve their 

services.  

- Gives more students the opportunity to better their first year experience 

in the science faculty. 

 

Advocacy For First Year Students 

Current State The first year science class is an enormous number of students so It is essential 

that first year students have a place to voice their concerns. 

- The MSS has to have an effective way to receive feedback from the first 

year population.  

- Even though many students do have thoughts they would like to share, 

they simply do not know how to.  

Goal To allow first year’s to have a inclusive safe to share their thoughts and 

concerns with the MSS.  

- Increase first year participation at GA in order to educate them about 

the opportunities available to them. 

- To educate students about how to better contact the first year 

representatives through office hours and Mcmaster Science Society 

emails.  

- To increase feedback through feedback google form to allow them to 

anonymously voice their issues. 

Challenges It is difficult gain first year participation due to their lack of knowledge  of 

opportunities. 

- First year students are more hesitant to stand up and speak in front of 

others.  

Long Term 

Implications 

Once feedback is received, it will tell the MSS which direction to go to in the 

future and choose the major areas that need improvement. 

- Will know how to better the first year experience for future generations 

of students.  

 

Creating A Sense Of Community In The Class 

Current State First year can be a difficult and scary time and creating a sense of community 

will assure people feel welcome in the Science Class of 2022.  
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- Due to the large number of students, it can be intimidating to speak up 

and start a conversation. 

- There is no online sense of community of support between classmates. 

Goal To encourage first year’s to speak out in the facebook groups and create a 

community to support each other. 

- Increase participation in facebook groups.  

- Have more community interaction - sharing tips, tricks, and reviews 

between students. 

Challenges It is difficult gain first year participation due to their fear of being the first one 

to speak out.  

- It is hard to create a start a  new initiative when there is such a large 

number of students in the group. 

Long Term 

Implications 

Students will be able to make more friends and have more support in the 

community for the rest of their university careers and prevent separation into 

seperation programs later on.  

- Will prevent students from completely isolating into their second year 

programs. 

- Students will feel more comfortable asking for help in the group and 

among their peers. 

 

EVENTS & PROJECTS  

 

Name of Event/Project: What to do in level II? 

DATE ******** 

PURPOSE To provide a place for first year students to learn all about the 

specializations and be able to talk to upper year students to learn more 

about the programs. 

PROCEDURE - EOHSS and room booking 

- Ensuring representation of all of the possible specializations in the 

Faculty of Science (including third year specializations) 

- Contacting the Welcome Week planners and VP Academic 

concerning the involvement of Sciclones and MSS Mentors 

for the event 

- Contacting the Program Societies concerning the 

involvement of their executives for the event 

- Logistics and scheduling for the event 

- Determining presentation topics 

- Schedule for evening 

- Promote event to first-years 

- Hold event 

DIFFICULTIES - Advertising the event to all first year students to ensure 

participation.  

- Representing ALL specialization with upper year representatives. 
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- May be difficult within smaller programs.  

- Have to coordinate with other programs in order to ensure there is 

no conflict with other events.  

PARTNERS -MSS Mentors, Sciclones, MSS executive team 

PROJECTED 

OUTREACH 

- Approx. 200 students  

BUDGET N/A 

 

 

Name of Event/Project: Introduction to MSS 

DATE  

PURPOSE Many MSS students simply do not know the services available to them and 

therefore do not take advantage of them in their time here at McMaster. 

This was seen through the feedback survey. 

PROCEDURE - Create an “Introduction To The MSS” guide which all the 

information students will need.  

- Work with graphic designs to create aesthetic designs,  

- Work with VP to gathered all the information. 

- Send out the email to all first year’s and advertise on social media.  

- Work with social media coordinator to post on instagram 

and facebook.  

- Advertise on the Class of 2022 facebook page. 

DIFFICULTIES - Ensuring first year’s receive the email and take the time to read it.  

- Ensuring all the information is correct and accurate for the year. 

PARTNERS VPs, Graphic Designers. 

PROJECTED 

OUTREACH 

- All the first year students in the science class of 2022 ≅ 1800. 

BUDGET N/A 

 

**Separate table for each event/project 

TIMELINE 

Month Objective/Project/Event 

January  Introduction to MSS email 

March  What to do in level II 

  

  

**This timeline should go to the end of your term, i.e. March 31st. 
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Please remove highlights and **notes when finalizing your 

year plan. All MSS documents are to use the font Avenir (you can add the font to your google 

docs by searching for it in “More fonts...”). 


